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of a mountain road. The passage is a long description
of a cloud which, by his " electrical apparatus/7 the
boy Harry proves to be charged with positive elec-
tricity, and he illustrates this by an allusion to the
witch of the Alps standing in the rainbow in Manfred,
It is rare to have such formal evidence of precocity in
childhood, showing correct spelling and skilful writing,
literary expression, scientific interest, and exact observa-
tion of Nature. We need not wonder if the parents of
this enfant de miracle thought themselves blessed by
Heaven with an infant Samuel.

Prceterita affords us a real piece of psychology, as
it minutely describes how the child would gaze on the
pattern of a carpet, count the bricks on a wall, wonder
at the eddies of the Tay, "clear-brown over the
pebbles," or would watch the sea-waves hour by hour,
or "the rivulets in which the sand danced and minnows
darted above the springs of Wandel." Though born
in London, the child at the age of four was moved
with the family to Herne Hill, "a rustic eminence "
a few miles south of the city. Thence there was a
view of the Norwood Hills, of Harrow and Windsor.
Prom his earliest days, he was taken by his father in
his annual drives on business to the north of England,
and even to the Lakes and to Scotland, where he usually
stayed with his aunt and cousins in Perth. In their
driving tours, to visit customers and collect orders for
sherry, the elder Ruskin, who had a cultivated taste
in art, took the party to visit castles, cathedrals, ruined
abbeys, colleges, parks, country mansions, and picture
galleries, in which the boy, full of Scott's romances and
passionately fond of landscapes, nursed his chivalrous
fancies, and drank in beauty at every step. The child, it
